
Alice Dunbar-Nelson 
Resources from the Free Library of Philadelphia 
 

DIGITAL RESOURCES 
 
eBooks 
The following eBooks are available through the Free Library’s OverDrive platform. Find links to 
OverDrive and more at freelibrary.org/digitalmedia. You’ll need your Free Library card number 
and PIN to logon. 
 

Alexander, Eleanor. Lyrics of Sunshine and Shadow: The Tragic Courtship and Marriage of Paul Laurence 
Dunbar and Alice Ruth Moore. New York: NYU Press, 2001.  

 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice M. The Goodness of St. Rocque and Other Stories. 2019.  
 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice M. Violets and Other Tales, 2019. 
 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice M, “The Negro Woman and the Ballot.” Let Nobody Turn Us Around: Voices of 

Resistance, Reform, and Renewal : an African American Anthology, edited by Manning Marable and 
Leith Mullings, 2010.  

 
Short Biographies 
The following short biographies are available through the Free Library’s Gale eBooks platform. 
Find links to Gale eBooks and more at freelibrary.org/ehomework. You’ll need your Free 
Library card number and PIN to logon. 
 

Bader, Philip, and Catherine Reef. "Dunbar-Nelson, Alice." African-American Writers, 3rd ed., Facts on File, 
2014. A to Z of African Americans. Gale eBooks 

 
Davidson, Adenike Marie. "Dunbar-Nelson, Alice." Encyclopedia of African-American Literature, edited by 

Wilfred D. Samuels, 2nd ed., Facts on File, 2013. Facts on File Library of American Literature: 
Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Literature. Gale eBooks 

  
"Dunbar-Nelson, Alice (1875–1935)." Dictionary of Women Worldwide: 25,000 Women Through the Ages, 

edited by Anne Commire and Deborah Klezmer, vol. 1, Yorkin Publications, 2007, p. 558. Gale eBooks 
 
Fabre, Michel. "Dunbar-Nelson, Alice." Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, edited by 

Colin A. Palmer, 2nd ed., vol. 2, Macmillan Reference USA, 2006, pp. 663-664. Gale eBooks 
 
Neumann, Caryn E. "Dunbar-Nelson, Alice." Encyclopedia of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

History in America, edited by Marc Stein, vol. 1, Charles Scribner's Sons, 2004, pp. 321-322. Gale 
eBooks 

 
Topic Overviews 
The following topic overviews are available through the Free Library’s Gale eBooks platform. 
Find links to Gale eBooks and more at freelibrary.org/ehomework. You’ll need your Free 
Library card number and PIN to logon. 
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"Anti-Lynching Publicity Program." American Decades Primary Sources, edited by Cynthia Rose, vol. 3: 
1920-1929, Gale, 2004, pp. 264-269. Gale eBooks 

 
Esdaile, Lise. "Sororities, U.S." Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, edited by Colin A. 

Palmer, 2nd ed., vol. 5, Macmillan Reference USA, 2006, pp. 2122-2124. Gale eBooks 
 
Harris, Laura A. "Harlem Renaissance." Encyclopedia of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History in 

America, edited by Marc Stein, vol. 2, Charles Scribner's Sons, 2004, pp. 9-12. Gale eBooks 
 
"Harlem Renaissance." Encyclopedia of African-American Literature, edited by Wilfred D. Samuels, 2nd ed., 

Facts on File, 2013. Facts on File Library of American Literature: Encyclopedia of American Ethnic 
Literature. Gale eBooks 

 
Lane, Alycee Jeannette, and André Carrington. "Lesbians." Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and 

History, edited by Colin A. Palmer, 2nd ed., vol. 3, Macmillan Reference USA, 2006, pp. 1276-1280. 
Gale eBooks 

 
"Minorities and Education in America." Education Today: Issues, Policies & Practices, edited by Beryl 

Watnick, vol. 1, Salem Press/Grey House, 2018, pp. 47-54. Gale eBooks 
 
Weisenfeld, Judith. "Woman's Era." Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, edited by Colin 

A. Palmer, 2nd ed., vol. 5, Macmillan Reference USA, 2006, pp. 2318-2319. Gale eBooks 
 

Journal Articles 
The following journal articles are available through the Free Library’s JSTOR platform. Find links 
to JSTOR and more on our databases page at freelibrary.org. You’ll need your Free Library 
card number and PIN to logon. 
 

Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. “People of Color in Lousiana: Part I.” The Journal of Negro History, vol. 1, no. 4, 
1916, pp. 361–376. JSTOR 

 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. “People of Color in Louisiana: Part II.” The Journal of Negro History, vol. 2, no. 1, 

1917, pp. 51–78. JSTOR 
 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. “LINCOLN AND DOUGLASS: From ‘The Lives of Lincoln and Douglass.’” Negro 

History Bulletin, vol. 23, no. 5, 1960, pp. 98–119. JSTOR 
 
Williams, Ora. “WORKS BY AND ABOUT ALICE RUTH (MOORE) DUNBAR-NELSON: A BIBLIOGRAPHY.” 

CLA Journal, vol. 19, no. 3, 1976, pp. 322–326. JSTOR 
 
Hull, Gloria T. “Researching Alice Dunbar-Nelson: A Personal and Literary Perspective.” Feminist Studies, 

vol. 6, no. 2, 1980, pp. 314–320. JSTOR 
 
Hart, Betty. “A Cry in the Wilderness: The Diary of Alice Dunbar-Nelson.” Women's Studies Quarterly, vol. 

17, no. 3/4, 1989, pp. 74–78. JSTOR 
 
Primary Sources from Newspapers  
The following are a snippet of more than 700 news articles by or about Alice Dunbar-Nelson 
available through the Free Library’s Historical Newspapers - Black Newspapers platform. Find 
links to Historical Newspapers - Black Newspapers and more on our databases page at 
freelibrary.org. You’ll need your Free Library card number and PIN to logon. 
 

"WAR WORK OF COLORED WOMEN: MRS. ALICE DUNBAR NAMED AS FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR WOMEN'S COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF DEFENSE." Philadelphia Tribune 
(1912-2001), Sep 07, 1918, pp. 1. ProQuest 
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"Mrs. Alice Dunbar Nelson Ends Tour of South." The Chicago Defender (Big Weekend Edition) (1905-1966), 
Sep 28, 1918, pp. 2. ProQuest 

 
"Widow of Dunbar Fired from School: Mrs. Alice Dunbar Nelson Discharged by Principal for Political 

Activities." The Chicago Defender (Big Weekend Edition) (1905-1966), Oct 23, 1920, pp. 1. ProQuest 
 
ALICE, DUNBAR N. "From the Woman's Point of View." The Pittsburgh Courier (1911-1950), Jan 02, 1926, 

pp. 5. ProQuest 
 
ALICE, DUNBAR N. "UN FEMME DIT: CRISP, BRIGHT OPINIONS OF CURRENT HAPPENINGS FROM A 

WOMAN'S POINT OF VIEW." The Pittsburgh Courier (1911-1950), May 01, 1926, pp. 7. ProQuest 
 
"Negro Women Avoiding Children Says Writer." The Pittsburgh Courier (1911-1950), Mar 05, 1927, pp. 6. 

ProQuest 
 
Nelson, Alice. "Harlem Isn't Godless." Afro-American (1893-1988), Sep 10, 1927, pp. 4. ProQuest 
 
Nelson, Alice. "LITTLE EXCURSIONS WEEK BY WEEK." Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), Oct 27, 1927, 

pp. 6. ProQuest, 
 
"ALICE DUNBAR NELSON IS DIRECTING CAMPAIGN FOR WORLD-WIDE PEACE." The Pittsburgh 

Courier (1911-1950), Jul 07, 1928, pp. 1. ProQuest  
 
Nelson, Alice. "White Man has Come to Think of Himself as God to Negro as He is to the Common Dog." 

Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), Sep 05, 1929, pp. 9. ProQuest 
 
Exclusively for The, Pittsburgh C. "SO IT SEEMS: TO ALICE DUNBAR-NELSON." The Pittsburgh Courier 

(1911-1950), Feb 22, 1930, pp. 6. ProQuest 
 
"Alice Dunbar-Nelson Slams Snobbery in Camden Speech: Makes Strong Plea for Greater Work in Heart of 

Communities as Y.W.C.A. Marks Fourteenth Anniversary." Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), May 03, 
1934, pp. 9. ProQuest 

"Inferiority Complex should be Fought Says Mrs. Nelson." Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), May 03, 1934, 
pp. 7.ProQuest 

Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. "Try Golden Rule Next." The New York Amsterdam News (1922-1938), Jun 01, 1935, 
pp. 1. ProQuest 

 
"Alice Dunbar Nelson, Noted Teacher, Author Cross Bar." Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), Sep 26, 1935, 

pp. 3. ProQuest 

 
PRINT RESOURCES 
 
Books 
The following books are available from the Free Library via contactless pickup service. For more 
information on how to place a hold and schedule a pickup, visit the Free Library’s Limited 
Services page. 
 

Alexander, Eleanor. Lyrics of Sunshine and Shadow: The Tragic Courtship and Marriage of Paul Laurence 
Dunbar and Alice Ruth Moore: a History of Love and Violence Among the African American Elite. New 
York: New York University Press, 2001. Print.  

 
Bloomberg, Kristin M. M. Tracing Arachne's Web: Myth and Feminist Fiction. Gainesville: University Press of 

Florida, 2001. Print.  
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Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. “A Carnival jangle.” African-American Classics. Mount Horeb, Wis: Eureka, 2011. 
Print. 

 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice M, and Gloria T. Hull. Give Us Each Day: The Diary of Alice Dunbar-Nelson. New 

York: W.W. Norton, 1984. Print.  
 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice. “Mine eyes have seen.” War Plays by Women: An International Anthology, edited by 

Claire M Tylee,  Elaine Turner, and Agnès Cardinal.  London: Routledge, 2002. Print.  
 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice, “Natalie” Black Like Us: A Century of Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual African American 

Fiction, edited by Devon W Carbado, Dwight A. McBride, and Donald Weise. San Francisco, CA: Cleis 
Press, 2002. Print.  

 
Dunbar-Nelson, Alice, “Praline woman” and “Stones of the village.” American Local Color Writing, 

1880-1920, edited by Elizabeth Ammons and Valerie Rohy. New York, NY: Penguin Books, 1998. 
Print.  

 
McCaskill, Barbara, and Caroline Gebhard. Post-bellum, Pre-Harlem: African American Literature and 

Culture, 1877-1919. New York: New York University Press, 2006. Print.  
 
Nelson, Alice R. M. D. The Goodness of St. Rocque and Other Stories. New York: AMS Press, 1975. Print.  

 
 

LIBRARY COMMUNITY - EXPLORE TOPIC 
 
Browse the Free Library’s Alice Dunbar-Nelson Explore Topic to discover new resources about 
the author and activist. The Library Community is a space where Free Library users can create 
profiles, share lists, reviews and all the items they rate in our catalog. Browse our community to 
discover new authors, music artists or televisions shows and films recommended by Library 
users.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This guide was created by Jamie Bowers, Electronic Resources Library Coordinator 
October 2020 
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