James Joyce’s Ulysses in Five Sessions
Sponsored by The Rosenbach
Led by A. Nicholas Fargnoli, President of the James Joyce Society 
and Professor of English and Theology at Malloy College
afargnoli@molloy.edu

Meeting Dates (on Zoom)
Mondays: February 15, March 15, April 12, May 10, June 7
Time
6:30 – 8:30 PM
Before the first meeting, The Rosenbach will send the Zoom link for course meetings.

Description/objectives
	Studying Ulysses in five sessions is a daunting challenge that demands extraordinary concentration and judicious choices. Not unlike a risky funambulist, we’ll be treading a thin of time, but we’ll also be balancing ourselves with a selective explication de texte, attentiveness to narrative strategies, and insights of scholarship. At each meeting, I will offer an overview of the designated reading followed by an analysis of a specific passage or two and then a general discussion. Our group meetings are meant to facilitate dialogue among ourselves and provide participants – whether first-time or veteran readers of Ulysses – an opportunity to share their experiences with reading one of the most influential works ever written.

Required Text
Ulysses, the Gabler edition (New York: Vintage Books). This edition is preferred.

Recommended Secondary Sources
Ulysses Annotated (2nd ed.), Don Gifford, with Robert J. Seidman (U of California P)
	Allusions in Ulysses, Weldon Thornton (U of North Carolina P)
	
Helpful Resources (Selected)
	Critical Companion to James Joyce, A. Nicholas Fargnoli and Michael Patrick Gillespie 			(Facts On File)	
	The New Bloomsday Book: A Guide through Ulysses, Harry Blamires (Routledge)
Approaches to Ulysses, eds., Thomas F. Staley and Bernard Benstock (U of Pittsburgh P)
James Joyce, Richard Ellmann (Oxford UP)
James Joyce: A Literary Reference, ed., A. Nicholas Fargnoli (Carroll & Graf)
James Joyce and the Making of Ulysses, Frank Budgen (Indiana UP)
James Joyce: A New Biography, Gordon Bowker (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)
The James Joyce Song Book, ed. with a commentary, Ruth Bauerle (Garland)
James Joyce's Ulysses: A Casebook, ed., Derek Attridge (Oxford UP)
James Joyce's Ulysses: Critical Essays, eds., Clive Hart and David Hayman (U of California P)
James Joyce’s Ulysses: A Study, Stuard Gilbert (Vintage)
Ulysses in Critical Perspective, eds., Michael Patrick Gillespie and A. Nicholas Fargnoli (UP of Florida)
	Ulysses in Progress, Michael Groden (Princeton UP)

Suggested Websites (Selected)
	http://www.joyceimages.com/
http://www.ulyssesguide.com/schema (Ulysses schema)
https://archive.org/details/Ulysses-Audiobook (an excellent recording of Ulysses, worthwhile to listen to as you are reading the novel)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhW0TrzWGmI (Joyce reading from Ulysses)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grJC1yu4KRw (Joyce reading from Finnegans 			Wake)
https://www.berfrois.com/2015/07/joyce-in-paris-2/ (Footage of Joyce in Paris)

* * * * * * *

Schedule of Readings and Discussions

	

February 15

	Introduction: The Marathon Begins

Part I of Ulysses
Episodes in the Telemachia: Telemachus, Nestor, and Proteus
Reading: Ulysses, chapters 1, 2, 3


	
March 15
	
Part II of Ulysses
Episodes in the Wanderings of Ulysses: Calypso, Lotus-Eaters, Hades, 
        Aeolus, and Lestrygonians
Reading: Ulysses, chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8


	
April 12	

	
Part II of Ulysses 
Episodes in the Wanderings of Ulysses (cont’d): Scylla and Charybdis, The                           
        Wandering Rocks, Sirens, Cyclops, and Nausikaa
Reading: Ulysses, chapters 9, 10, 11, 12, 13


	
May 10

	
Part II of Ulysses 
Episodes in the Wanderings of Ulysses (cont’d):, Oxen of the Sun and Circe
Reading: Ulysses, chapters 14 and 15


	
June 7

	
Part III of Ulysses
Episodes in Nostos: Eumaeus, Ithaca, and Penelope
Reading: Ulysses, chapters 16, 17, and 18




About the Instructor
Nicholas Fargnoli is Dean Emeritus of Humanities and Professor of English and Theology at Molloy College, Rockville Centre, NY, and President of The James Joyce Society. Among other works, he has edited and co-authored several books on James Joyce and William Faulkner, including James Joyce: A Literary Reference; James Joyce’s Exiles: A Critical Edition (with Michael Patrick Gillespie); and Critical Companion to William Faulkner (with Michael Golay and Robert W. Hamblin).
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